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April 14, 2008 

 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON SENIOR SERVICES 
 
The Committee on Senior Services met at Ciampa Manor on April 14, 2008, with Chairman William White, 
presiding and Committee Members Aldermen John Connolly and Dennis Sullivan also present and voting.  
Also present were Aldermen Bruce Desmond and Rebekah Gewirtz. 
 
Chairman White informed those present that the purpose of the committee is to deal with matters that affect 
the city’s senior citizens and that the committee has held several meetings at various senior housing 
complexes throughout the city in an effort to bring city government to the senior population. 
 
Alderman Sullivan spoke about the Safe Start program and noted that upon learning that the original report 
did not include pedestrian concerns and safety at the city’s 11 senior residences, the committee insisted that 
the report be revised to include those issues. 
 
Some of the concerns expressed by the residents dealt with the issues of illegal parking, the deplorable 
condition of the brick sidewalks, the availability of housing units to accommodate the increasing number of 
seniors and the Mayor’s promise to place a crosswalk in front of the building, on College Ave.  Residents 
praised both Alderman Connolly and Alderman Gewirtz for responding to their concerns as they arise. 
 
Alderman Gewirtz suggested that a YIELD TO PEDESTRIANS sign be placed in front of Ciampa Manor, 
since traffic regulations do not allow for a crosswalk to be placed there.  Chairman White stated that a 
collaboration between the Somerville Housing Authority and the Visiting Nurses Association would result in 
new housing being developed at Capen Court and he also discussed the Federal Government’s stimulus 
package rebate and told those present that the Council on Aging would be available to assist any senior who 
needs to file.  Alderman Connolly added that an initial plan for 90 units of elderly housing is in the 
discussion stage and Alderman Sullivan spoke about the 30% abatement, sponsored by Chairman White, for 
seniors who live in their own homes. 
 
Alderman Connolly’s motion that selective traffic enforcement be implemented on Sundays in the area of 
Ciampa Manor, was approved. 
 
Alderman Connolly’s motion that the Director of the Council on Aging inform the residents of Ciampa 
Manor of their eligbility for the Federal Government’s stimulus package rebate and also inform them that 
the rebate would not affect their fixed incomes or social security, was approved. 
 



Alderman Sullivan’s motion that the Traffic Commission evaluate the incline in front of the MBTA 
station, (where the buses exit onto College Ave.), for a possible handicap ramp, was approved. 
 
Alderman Sullivan’s motion that the Chief of Police strictly enforce the regulations governing pedestrians’ 
rights in crosswalks, in Davis Square, was approved. 
 
Alderman Connolly’s motion that the Chief of Police perform selective traffic enforcement at the 
crosswalks westbound from Cutter Ave. to the intersection of Highland and College Avenues and 
eastbound from Russell Street to Elm Street, was approved. 
 
Alderman Sullivan’s motion that the Commissioner of Public Works examine the brick sidewalks in Davis 
Square and report his findings to the Committee on Senior Services as soon as possible, was approved. 
 
Alderman Connolly’s motion that a communication be sent to the Somerville Housing Authority 
requesting it’s assistance in providing plants and shrubbery for landscaping at Ciampa Manor, to be 
planted by neighborhood volunteers under the direction of Ciampa Manor resident Carmelo “Charlie” 
Vazzino, who has taken it upon himself to improve the landscape at the property, was approved. 
 
No papers were acted on. 
 
 
 
__________________________________                                                                               
Alderman William A. White, Jr., Chairman 
Committee on Senior Services 
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